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the strength of precedent and tradition in Japan, and I well re-
member that when Bill Castle came on his special mission to Japan
for the specific purpose of putting through the Naval Treaty, he did
not try for direct access to the then Prime Minister but dealt only
with the Minister for Foreign Affairs in spite of the prime importance
of the issue.
To carry this incident to its conclusion, it is here recorded that
Matsuoka sent for me on July 8 and gave me the Prime Minister's
reply for delivery to the President, to the effect that the Japanese
Government had not so far considered the possibility of going to
war with Soviet Russia, and he also handed to me a statement which
he had made to the Soviet Ambassador on July 2 to more or less
the same effect, but adding that future developments would largely
decide Japan's future policy. I asked Matsuoka what kind of future
developments he had in mind, to which he replied that a good many
possible developments came into the picture, such, for instance,
as whether Soviet Russia should conclude an alliance with Great
Britain or whether an attempt should be made by the United States
to send war supplies to Soviet Russia through Vladivostok for use
against Japan's ally, Germany* Matsuoka said that he was under
great pressure by powerful elements in Japan to go to war with
Soviet Russia, and that the hand of the extremists would be greatly
strengthened and his own sincere efforts to preserve peace would be
rendered much more difficult than at present if such provocation
should be given. Matsuoka said that he had appealed both to Stalin
and to Molotov not to render more difficult his own present very
difficult position.
As the result of this long conversation with Matsuoka, I said to
the Department that I should find it very difficult to believe that at
this time Japan had decided to go to war with Soviet Russia.
Incidentally, in the reply handed to me, the Minister could not
resist the temptation of asking whether it was really the intention
of the President and the American Government to intervene in the
European war. On July 1i,1 received the Department's reply asking
me to tell the Foreign Minister, among other things, that whatever
action we might take would be of a purely defensive character and
that Mr. Hitler could best furnish information on this point by
revealing his future contemplated steps of aggression.
The ball, however, was not allowed to stop there, because on July 17
Ohashi called me to the Foreign Office and handed me an oral state-
ment from the Foreign Minister stating that the Japanese Govern-
ment was not disposed to enter into a debate over the points raised
in our reply, but that it could not pass unnoticed any suggestion that
we or any other Government could invoke without limit the so-
called right of self-defence, nor could it agree to the indictment of
Germany implied in our communication nor in the claim of our
Government that any country which suggested that the United
States should desist from its policy of self-defence would in fact be

